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HAVE BETRAYED 
THEIR MASTER 


[* “The Betrayal of Christ by 
the Churches” Mr. Middle- 
ton Murry has not only given 
an arresting title to his book, 
but he has also introduced to 
us a phrase provocative of 
very serious thought. 


Why have the churches, whose 
ministry, at any rate, includes a 
high percentage of well-meaning 
and normally intelligent people, 
betrayed their Master over the 
issue of the war with such dis- 
tressing thoroughness? 


Why, having learnt nothing from a 
previous lesson which one imagined 
no true Christian could possibly 
*fail to understand, do they give 
their support to vet another war, 
declared, moreover, on an_ issue 
weaker and more indefensible than 
the last? 

How comes it that the churches show 
such an overwhelming preference 
for the leadership and ideas of 
politicians whem eren the mest 
charitably minded could hardly 
describe as “ men of God,” reject- 
ing the leadership and ideas of 
Jesus Christ and of these in this 
world who most closely resemble 
Him in character and outlook? 


x 


WHEN puzzling over this problem, 
I one day chanced to ask myself 
why it was that I had never felt 


by The 


tempted to imitate the majority of 
church leaders in their attitude 
towards the war. 


In part the answer seemed to be 
that many years’ experience in the 
battle for monetary reform had given 
me not only the lowest possible 
opinion of the intelligence of the 
average politician, but also an equally 
low opinion of the character and out- 
look of those who control our main 
FB aan channels—the Press and 


The sources from which most 
people derive their ideas I had learned 
to distrust profoundly as being deter- 
mined in their hostility to progress 
and addicted to the use of dishonest 
and unscrupulous methods when 
opposing reforms which would rid 
the world of the economic causes of 
war, as well as of the vice, crime, 
disease and mental suffering which 
are due directly, or indirectly, to 
financial poverty. From the sources 
from which my fellows expect to 
obtain accuraze information and 
sound opinions, I had learned to ex- 
pect lies and folly, and, in  con- 
sequence, war propaganda left me, 
from the first, incredulous or actively 
hostile. 

Although I had been fortunate in 
receiving so thorough an inoculation 
against the propaganda virus, I can 
without difficulty realize its tre- 
mendous and most sinister power. 
Those peovle who refuse nowadays to 
listen to the wireless or read a news- 
Paper are sometimes, I think, even 
wiser than they themselves realize; 
for just as the moral nature of a 
clean-minded man can ultimately be 
affected by contact with sensual talk, 
literature, and drama, so can the 
feelings and outlook even of an en- 
lightened person sometimes be in- 
fluenced, often without his being able 
to realize itt at the time, by daily 
exposure to the foul torrent of false 


Duke 


patriotism and wrongly directed 
emotional! appeal. 

* 
JX addition to lessons learned 


through the advocacy of mone- 
tary reform, I realized, however, that 
in a very different way I had learned 
other lessons vf an even more useful 
kind. 


Ever since the closing years of the 
last war I had been more or less 
actively engaged in Christian work of 
a definitely evangelistic character, 
often among odd or difficult people 
and sometimes among criminals | (who, 
incidentally, are no more “ difficult ” 
than those who have not fallen foul 
of the !}aw and are generally much 
less “odd”!). The results as far as 


those whom I tried to help were con- yf 


cerned were, by reason of my own 
personal shortcomings, modest 
enough, but the value of the experi- 
ence to myself ean ‘hardly be 
aggerated, for it taught me lessons 
some, or all, of which, I am beginning 
to realize most people, including 
many Ministers of religion, seem to 
go through life without learning. 

The anpprenticeshin T served taught. 
me the extraordinary mixture of good 
and evil so often found in the same 
individual. it taught me never to be 
shocked, especially by charges of 
wrong-doing which I could not per- 
sonally investigate. 

It taught me that it is never wise to 
pass final judgment on an accused 


of Rediord 


man until you have first given him 
a chance of making his defence 
against his accusers. It taught me 
to make full allowance for past 
handicaps and to judge men, not so 
much by what they-say or do, as by 
the use they make, or do not make, 
of their opportunities. 


It taught me that the really bad 
people of this world are not 
necessarily those who do the most 
outrageous things, but those who 
make no response to wise friendli- 
ness, remaining ungrateful, as well 
as blind to plain truth even when it 
is laid before them; or the other hand, 
experience taught me that untrust- 
worthiness displayed towards enemies 
or strangers can mean comparatively 
jittle. Finally, I learned that the 
ideal number of pupils for a New 
Testament or Bible study class is one; 
that if you would reclaim a black 
sheep, you have got to go out to find 
him; and that the precess of his re- 
demption is rarely completed in five 


days, five weeks, or even five 
months! 


oxX- 
oh 


AM I unjust, I wonder, in suggest- 
_ ing that the average non-pacifist 
Minister of religion rarely goes out 


THE CHURCHES 


successfully to seek and save that 
which is lost, and that if he did so 
more often his whole attitude towards 
the war might become different 
because his understanding of human 
nature would be infinitely greater? 

A Minister may preach; he may 
teach classes of adults and children; 
he may conduct services; he may 
administer the Sacraments; he may 
visit the membérs of his congregation 
i1 sickness and in health. All these 
are useful activities, but they are not 
the centre and crown of Christian 
ministry, and, if this be lacking, other 
things, including some forms of 
divineiy inspired wisdom, are likely 
to be lacking also. . 

The average Minister of religion 
defends the war because, like worldly 
people, he looks on Hitler as a brutal, 
aggressive tyrant who must at all 
costs be “stopped.” Why it should 
be eansidered sensible, let alone 
Christian, to support the use of a 
method of stopping Hitler which, 
after striking at his faults through 
the souls and bodies of millions of 
more or less innocent people, still 
fails to reach him, I must confess that 
am at a loss to understand, but in 
other ways I find that my past work 
and past experience seems to provide 
the explanation of the difference 
between my outiook and that of the 
non-pacifist clergy. They see Hitler 
as a monster: I see him as an “ un- 
tested” man of mixed attributes 
whom it 1s neither necessary, sensible 
or right to quarrel with until he 
has deen tested by the one test which 
to me is, worth anything—that of 
Wise, practical genuime friendliness. 

To them Hitler’s faults are horrible 
and inexcusable. To me who re- 
member his past experiences and 
other things as well, his faults are 
completely understandable and cause 
me no surprise whatever, though the 
results may in some cases be horrible. 
Even my pacifist friends often find 
me disappointing because they think I 
approve of things which I do not ap- 
prove of, but merely understand— 
and understand, I am bold enough to 
say, because God in His mercy has 
given me, unworthy as I am, some 
small share of His own divine under- 
standing which has enabled Him— 
how, I know not—right down the ages 
to endure with patience and with 
love the appalling things which men 
in their ignorance and folly, quite as 
much as in their sin, have done to 
one another. 

The effects of this unimaginative 
attitude of mind, which springs, I 
believe, largely from lack of experi- 
ence in the less easy forms of re- 
demptive and evangelistic work, 
though most obvious in the attitude 
ot non-pacifist religious people 
towards Ilitler, are visible in other 
directions as well and help to create 
opposition to the idea of a negotiated 
peace. There is a marked tendency 
to accept the press view that all 
Germans are aiike in character, being 
either hopeiess people poisoned by 
Nazi propaganda, or so cowed by the 
Gestapo that no action on our part, 
or anyone else’s, could possibly in- 
duce them to offer effective opposition 
to the mistaken policy of their 
leaders, even during time of peace. 
This is not only a denial of truth and 
common sense; it is sheer, pagan 
pessimism. 


THE COMMON ENEMY 


The folloving warning about the 
growing ravages of disease was given 
by Major Haden Guest during a 
cebate on health in the Commons on 
October 20:— 7 

“May ! say that at the present 
moment the greatest epidemic of 
typhus fever in European history 
is raging, in Snain? T have that on 
excellent authority. 


“There is typhus fever in Russia, 
and there are epidemics of malaria 
and other illnesses in other parts of 
the world. There is not the slightest. 


doubt that at the end of this war we 
shall have the greatest world public 
health problem to face that we have 
ever had.” 


As long ago as April the Spanish 
authorities officially admitted that 
typhus deaths averaged 60 a day. 
This disease is aggravated by mal- 
nutrition, and it was reported by The 
Times on Saturday that 150,000 tons 
of wheat had recently reached Spain 
through the granting of faeilities by 
the Britis: authorities. 


Pood for Greece—back page 


THANK-OFFERING 


Two PPU members have lately 
sent to the Headquarters Fund 
thank-offerings for their eseape 
from injury: one from a bomb. 
The example is a good,.one; it 
may be improved upon. In time 
of total war, anyone who is still 
alive and with a roof over his 
head has something to be thank- 
ful for. And he can express his 
gratitude best by helping the 
organization which works for 
peace, and for nothing but peace. 
PPU Headquarters is the core of 
peace in the heart of the whirl- 
wind. It is up to you to see that 
is spared financial anxiety 
Send your donation, plainly marked 
“Headquarters Fund” to Peace News, 3 


Blackstock Road, London, N.4. Received 
since the last list, £34 135. Total to date 
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COMMENTARY : 
Edited by ‘* OBSERVER” 


Suppose It Was 
In. Britain...? 


HE shooting of twice fifty civilian 

hostages as a punishment for the 
murder of two German military 
officers in France has shocked the 
world. But while the Germans are 
justly condemned for their brutality. 
nobody eondemns the original mur- 
derers. It is even sugyested that 
they are patriots—exasperated. but 
patriots. 

If the murders themselves were al} 
we knew of their behaviour, this 
might be conceivable. But since these 
men knew that the lives of fifty 
innocent Frenchmen depended upan 
them surrendering themselves, and 
yet did not surrender, it appears that 
they were not patriots at all, unless 
in the sense that “ patriotism is the 
last refuge of a scoundrel.” 


Worse, too, than the savage punish- 
ment inflicted by the Germans is the 
propaganda-use that is being made of 
it—to justify the prolongation of a 
war which can only increase the 
sufferings of the French. 

Suppose Britain were occupied by 
the Germans, suppose the German 
commandant of Bristol had been mur- 
dered, suppose that, knowing fifty of 
their fellow-townsmen would be shot. 
the murderers refused to surrender— 
what should we teel about them? 
That they were brave and patriotic 
Englishmen? Might we not suspect 
them to be hireline assassins? 
Suppose, further, that when the fifty 
civilians had been shot, the Americans 
made this the reason for prolonging 
a war which meant the mdefinite con- 
tinuance of the German milita 
occupation of Britain—what show! 

.we feel about them? 


Russia’s Loss 


TY'HE situation in Russia has further 
“- deteriorated. The loss of Kharkov 
is the heaviest of many blows to 
Soviet industry: it had become the 
principal centre of heavy mdustry m 
Russia. It contained what was pro- 
bably the largest single aireraft fac- 
tory, with a monthly production of 
over 1,000; a huge tractor factory; 
and a famous electro-technical works. 
The Times (Oct. 27) estimates that 
the new industrial centres beyond the 
Volga “ may be able to keep up about 
one-third of Russia’s former pro 
ductive capacity.” Moreover, the 
push towards Rostov continues un- 
abated; and Rostov “is in many 
resnects more important than 
Kharkov” (Times, Oct. 27), since the 
greater part of the oil from the 
Caucasus passes through it. 

The Turkish commentators, whose 
understanding of the situation is 


(Continued on page 2) 
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IN RUSSIA 


= OME of our correspondents are not 

very polite. Recently, “Observer” 
quoted a letter to The Times from Mr. 
Rushworth, the President of the Bap- 
tist World-Alliance, in which he gave 
«a detailed challenge to various state- 
ments from Russian sources that 
there was: “religious freedom” in 
Russia. Mr. Rushworth asserted that 
“the publication of books and articles 
in a religious sense—and even of 
Ribles—-has for years been impos- 
sible in Russia,” and he summed up 
by saying that “practically all that 
vives warmth and reality to the fel- 
lowship of a Christian congregation 
is forbidden in Russia.” Before 
quoting this letter we waited to see 
whether any denial would come from 
Russian official sources. None came. 
Therefore, we accepted Mr. Rush- 
worth’s testimony as true. 


Nevertheless, some correspondents 
Aave not hesitated to describe Mr. 
Rushworth’s testimony as “a down- 
right He.’ They produce no evidence 
atall. They seem to be even unaware 
of the actual text of the 124th article 
of the Soviet Constitution which runs 
-mminously: “Freedom of religious wor- 
ship and freedom of anti-religious 
propaganda is recognized for all 
‘itizens.” 

Freedom of religious propaganda— 
We prefer the old phrase: “preaching 
the gospel”—is manifestly an essential 
part of freedom of religion. And 
obviously the Soviet Constitution 
does not allow it. 


Now to pacifists, of all people, this 
should be a vital matter. Many of us 
are Christians, and those who are not 
will freely acknowledge that liberty 
to preach the pacifist “gospel” is 
precious and that it has been won 
through the sacrifices of those in past 
senerations who suffered persecution 
19 preach the gospel of Christ. We 
cannot understand the mentality of 
those pacifists who are so careless 
about the issue as to refuse to investi- 
sate the facts. 


We had a very particular reason 
for printing the testimony of the 
President of the Baptist World- 
Alliance, for those who know some- 
thing of the religious history of So- 
viet Russia, will know that the Bap- 
tists are, or were, the most numerous 
and influential of the non-orthodox 
Christians in Russia. Readers of 
Maurice Hindus’s “Red Bread” will 
not forget the tragedy of the peasant 
Baptists. If a rough comparison may 
be permitted they corresponded, in 
social status and religious sincerity, 
.o the Methodists in England a cen- 
tury ago. Almost certainly, therefore, 
Mr. Rushworth possesses far more 
detailed and valuable information as 
to the reality of religious freedom in 
Russia than any other person in Eng- 
land. 

We do not doubt that the Christian 
religion was abused under the Tzarist 
regime in Russia. 
lizion is always abused, simply be- 
cause its belief in an other-worldly 
reality can always be turned toward 
the acceptance of social injustice in 
this world. It can become, or be 
made, “the opiate of the poor.” But 
it is inherent in the goodness of good 
things that thev may be abused. And 
religion—the Christian religion pre- 
eminently—offers such a depth of un- 
derstanding of the misery and grand- 
eur of human life that it is the best 


The Christian re- 
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Mystery of U.S. Policy ¢ 


(Continued from page one) 


naturally keen, continue to suggest 
that the next objective is Astrakhan 
and that Germany may not attempt a 
winter-campaign in the Caucasus. 
They point out that Germany does 
not need to cross the Caucasus to 
reach oil. There is oif at Novorossisk 
and Maikop, 200 miles south of Ros- 
tov. And, of course, if the Germans 
got to Astrakhan (which is still a long 
way) the oil of the Caucasus would 
be no use to Russia. The Volga 
would be closed. And, anyhow. ice 
will soon close it for the winter, 


Japan's Terms 


W\ROM America comes a report that the 
i following was the basis put forward by 
Japan in the negotiations betwcen USA and 
Prince Konoye’s government: (1) The Treaty 
must be signed and sealed and most of its 
Provisions, at least, made public. (2) Japan 
would get out of China, but so would the US 
and Britain. (3) The US would recognize 
Manchukuo. (4) The US would make loans 
and tfade concessions to Japan in both North 
and South America. (6) Japan's domination 
of Indo-China would be recognized, at first 
secretly, then publicly. (6) Japan would re- 
nounce the Axis. 

The negotiations were broken off. General 
Tojo succeeded Prince Konoye. Yet it appears 
that negotiations are proceeding. And it is 
difficult, in spite of official American dis- 
claimers, not to connect with them the aur- 
prisingly public announcement by the Ameri- 
can Maritime Commission (Oct. 23) that Vladi- 
vostok would no longer be used as a port for 
American supplies to Russia. 


Mediation ? 


PFYHIS striking announcement exactly co- 
: incided ‘with an article in The Japan 
Times and Advertiser (Oct. 23), the organ of 
the Japanese Foreign Office, to the effect that 
“Japan is the only great independent State 
which can act as a mediating factor between 
the warring nations in the world today,” and 
ealling upon US and Britain to take advan- 
tage of this splendid occasion—‘“‘the last 
chance to use the only vehicle for the explor- 
ation of ways to world-harmony.” 


It is uncommonly tempting in this case to 
Iput two and two together, and make five. 
Thus: the American announcement about 
Vladivostok is o virtual declaration that the 
US does not intend to supply the Russian East- 
ern Army, and will be detached towards any 


| Japanese activities in that neighbourhood. Has 


Japan agreed to go slaw in the Pacific? Is 
the US contemplating taking up the Japanese 
suggestion of mediation? 


Sustaining Russia 


HAT is one (rather optimistic) way of 
looking upon the American declaration. 
Another (more probable) is suggested by Lord 
psa statement in the Lords (Oct. 
In his concluding words, Lord Beaverbrook 
plainly indicated that the Government had no 
hope that Russia would be able to take the 
offensive. The utmost that is hoped is that 
Russian armies would remain in being. ‘We 
must be ready for invasion from now for- 
ward.” The plain implication was that no 
attempt could be made to re-open the Western 
front. We had not sufficient material—let 
alone men--to do so, if we were to fulfill our 
promises to Russia; but the fulfilment af these 
promises might enable Russia to maintain a 
defensive front. 

The American declaration, in thig context, 
would mean that America will concentrate en- 
tirely upon trying to supply the Russian West- 
ern front. Japan will be left to do as she 
pleases. Unless she makes ao more definite 
threat in the Pacific, America will do nothing. 
Considering the vastness of the anaceq in- 
volved, one may ask whether, in these circum- 
stances, even an extreme “forward policy” of 
Japan towards Siberian would substantially 
weaken what remains of Ruasia’s defensive 


power in the West. 
e 
‘Action’ but How? 
LL that is illuminating. © But no more 
than before does it give the faintest ink- 
ling how the British Government proposes to 
win the war. 

The Daily Express (Oct. 24) (which should 
know Lord Beaverbrook’s mind) glumly raya: 
“With every day that passes it is increasingly 
clear that this is a bigger job than we thought 
it wes. The power of Germany to attack is 
not declining: it is increasing.” 

In the Words (Oct. 22) Lord Moyne. the 
Government spokesman, to the dismay of The 
Times. Oct. 24, suddenly dispelled the illusion 
of; Pyitie air-anvremacy in the West. “The 
Germans are suid to have more fighters op- 
vosite our coast than they have on the Russian 
front.” 

Not surprisingly does the Daily Herald (Oct. 
24) ask: “Is no prospect open to us than a 
victory achieved by indefinitely prolonged de 
fence?” But it suggests none. And the Left- 
ish press goes on fretting and fuming. “We 
must do something.” It ia oddly like the famil- 
iar clamour of the Left rank-and-file, during 
peace-time, for “action.” 


Waiting for Victory 


UT of all the babel in the Commons (Oct. 
28) one atatement emerges: Mr. Eden’s 
repetition that ‘* the Government does not pro- 
pose now, in the future, or at any time, to 
neentiate with Hitler or his associates on any 
subject.” 


thing of all. 
worst abused. 

All this is true. And precisely be- 
cause it is true. the liberty to preach 
the gospel of Christ is ultimately the 
most vital of all human liberties. To 
pretend that it exists where it does 
not exist, because of a_ justified 
admiration of the other achievements 
of Soviet Russia, is to do no service 
to truth, or pacifism. 


Therefore it can be the 


4 victory 


It sounds more like an incantation than a 
statement of policy. Moreover, only a little 
while ago it wag negotiating with Hitler's as- 
sociates on the exchange of wounded prisoners. 
‘However, we must take it as a statement of 
policy; and conclude that the Government be- 
lieves, or hopes, or dreams that, after many 
years, Germany will either capitulate, or over- 
throw Hitler and his assaciates. But why 
should Germany overthrow Titler und his 
associates except under the revulsion of mili- 
tary defeat? So the Government is believing, 
hoping, or praying thut Germany will have a 
smashing defent inflicted upon her. By whom? 

Mr. Noel Baker assures us that if the Cau- 
casus is held till ncxt summer, the war is won. 
That seems childish. If the Caucasus is! held 
till next summer, what is to prevent Germany 
making a smashing attack upon it then? 
What if the Caucasus is simply cut off from 
the rest of Russin? Has the unspoken aa- 
sumption that the war-potential of the Allies 
must increase in relation to Germany's any 
secure foundation? 


Misled by Authority 


T last another organ has had the courage 

tu say vpenly what we have been saying 

for months: that the public has been misled 

as to the realities of the situation—by the 

Government. The Daily Mail (Oct. 25) asks 

how it is that so many people have come to 

imagine that Britain could undertake a land 

offensive against Germany while sending sup- 
plies to Russia: 

We can only guess that members of the 
Government and the BBC have been re 
sponsible for so many optimistic statements 
that the country has been misled. 

Hut even now the chief of them is not 
named. Who was it but Mr. Churchill who 
castigated Sir Jahn Wardlaw-Milne three 
months ago for saying that British war-pro- 
duction wus not more than 75 per cent.? Yet 
now Mr. Bevin desperately declares that it 
must be increased by 30-40 per cent., precisely 
confirming Sir John's indictment. 

We were told, says the Mail, that British- 
American production would equal German by 
this autumn: now we are told it will happen 
in 1948. “The Germans will still have the 
initiative next year." And it concludes that 
it “sces no sign that the Government have 
any intention of educating the people as to 
the real extent of our peril.” 


Peace the Only Policy 


ww": has all this to do with pacifism? 

A great deal. It is important that the 
public should begin to realize that peace’ is 
becuming the only sane policy for the British 
Government. The alternative is a war, in- 
definitely if not infinitely prolonged, to our 
own final discomfiture. , 

Does uny sober-minded man believe that 
long years of defensive warfare and ineffective 
blockade of Europe are going to incline the 
plain men of Europe to our side? Must they 
not, inexorably, have the opposite effect, and 
convince him that it is we, the stubborn but 
the unimaginative, who deliberately prolong 
the agony of Eurupe? 

it must be said and repeated again and 
again that the average Frenchman, although 
by nature an enemy of the Germans, at the 
same time feels no great friendship for 

England....He has but one great longing: 

to be reunited with his father, brother, or 

son now, Janguishing in a German prison 
camp...-He is ready to necept peace with 

Berlin, peace with the devil himself, if only 

the whole unpleasant business can be 

brought to an end. (Daily Mail, Oct. 25). 

This is the basic situation. And how can 
we alter it? By propaganda? Nonsense. 
There is only one kind of propaganda that can 


PACIFIST COMMENTARY: 


be effective with the European man today: 
it is the offer of peace. Britain offers only 
interminable war, an indefinite prolongation 
of the misery of Europe. The danger is that 
we shall one day wake to discover that Ger- 
mans have not only the material, but the 
moral initiative in Europe. Not that they de 
serve it; but neither do we. And sheer cir 
cumstance is against us. We are in a position 
in which Europe is our washpot. Our lack 
of imagination—of simple human sympathy 
with the common man—will] be our ruin. 


Retribution 


WWE do not pretend that this is an easy 
¥V situation. What is called the triumph 
of Hitlerism in Europe is and must be morally 
repugnant to many of the best elements in 
Britain. But, alns, they should have thought 
more deeply, and thought more deeply long 
ago: the time to fight for democracy was 
twenty years back, to fight for it by taking the 
responsibility and the risk of a just peace in 
Europe. We adopted instead the fatal policy 
of holding Germany down and yet avoiding 
that drastic change in our social] system which 
was necessary if we were to have the military 
strength to do so: that meant to cease to be 
a democracy ourselves. 

That waa the choice before us-—either to 
take the risk of n just peace in Europe, and 
build European democracy on that basis, and 
save our own: or to abandon democracy in 
order to keep Germany down. We did neither. 
We missed the bus of history, by our moral 
cowardice. Now we must take our medicine— 
grim stuff, to lose most of our liberties and 
Europe as well. 


U.S. Labour. Resists 


T is reported that the Isolationists (whose 
great stronghold is Chicago) ure losing 
ground in America. The sudden advocacy of 
the outrisht repeal of the Neutrality Act by 
Mr. Willkie is supposed to show that the Re- 
publicans ure falling into line with the Presi- 
dent, or going uhead of him. But it is not so 
simple as that. More significant than Mr. 
Willkie’s forward dash is John L. Lewis’s de- 
cision to call a strike in the coal-mines of the 
Great American Steel Co. which stil] refuses 
to yield “the union shop,” i-e. the right of the 
miners to continue in an independent trade 


union. He further threatens a general miners’ 
strike. 
It is all very well for the New York cor- 


respondent of The Times (Oct. 27) to denounce 
the CIO for a “too great insistence on main- 
taining social gains.” The right of labour to 
independent trade unions is elementary. Why 
should it he surrendered in order to permit 
hig business to exploit the situation against 
Labour? 


CONFERENCE ON ANGLO- 
AMERICAN RELATIONS 


A public conference on the theme of British 
Commonwealth and United States relations in 
the post-war world is ta be held under the 
auspices of the National Peace Council in the 
Acolian Hall, London, on November 7 and 8. 
The conference wil] consider particularly pro- 
posals for an Anglo-American Union. 

The conference will be primarily for repre- 
sentatives of organizations, but individual 
visitors will be admitted as far as accomme- 
dation permits. The fee fer delegates ig 2a. 
per delegate and for visitors 2s. 6d.; upplica- 
tien forms and fuller particulars from the 
National Peace Council, 39 Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1. 


Primate Pleaded for the 
‘*Plain People” 


We have now received from Ire- 
lund a fuller report than we pub- 
lished a fortnight ago of the speech 
in which Cardinal MacRory, Irish 
Primate, pleaded for a just peace 
to be made now. From this report 
we take the following striking pas- 
sage: 


JEACE, to use the words of one of the 
freatest men that ever lived, was the 
tranquillity of order, said the Cardinal. They 
could have tranquillity and no peace. They 
could have no true tranquillity without peace 
based on order and justice. 


“Immediately after the beginning of the 
war,” he continued, “I, on more than one oc- 
ecsion, said that there was a far better chance 
then of a just pence than there would be at 
the end of the war if it was fought to a finish. 
Now after two years of war, and although 
passions have been inflamed and anger, hatred 
und revenge aroused, I say thet there is an 
incomparably better chance of a just peace now 
than there will be if the war is fought until it 
ends jn the victory of one side, or, as is quite 
possible, in stalemate. 


“Tne stutesmen on both sides must know 
this much better than you or I. They must 
know there is no real chance of peace when 
one side is victorious and the other beaten into 
the dust. 


“It is still the story of ‘woe to the van. 
quished.’ The question is why do they not try 
to negotiate a peace now. 

“I confess I can see only one answer and 
it is that on each side it is not a just peace 
that is wanted. but a victory for itself and 
destruction, or practical annihilation, of its 
opponents. 

“IT am sorry to have to say this. I am not 
saying it rashly. I have considered it and I 
think it is somebody's duty to say it. I am in 
as neutral a position as anybody else, though, 
perhaps, other people will think differently. 

“I think it is time for somebody to speak out 
openly and say this. 


“THE POOR PLAIN PEOPLE” 


“The poor plain people of the world to whom 
on either side will not mean very 


much, are suffering every day the loss of their 
dear ones, a husband, a brother, a father or a 
son, and day after day they know that untold, 
incalculable wealth is being poured out daily 
in this war and they know that it will leave 
for their children a heritage of suffering and 
misery. 

“1! think the statesmen of the world should 
try to come together now, and see whether it 
is not possible to arrive at a just peace. I am 
convinced, at any rate, that it is my duty to 
say thnt, and I say it only for that reason. 


HOW LONG? 


“I do not know how long the peeple of the 


~world will stand the atress and strain of a 


war such as we have at present—a war more 
universal than any since the beginning of 
history, more universal in its effects. 

“I do not know how long the plain people 
of the world will stand for this thing. I 
think that in view of the sufferings of the 
world there is a grave obligation upan states- 
men ta make more of an effort than they 
scem to be doing—I am, af course, speaking 
from my own limited knowledge—to bring 
about a just and lasting peace.” 


ARMISTICETIDE 1941 
CHRIST AND PEACE 


A Devotional Meeting wil! be held 
at— 


Kingsway Hall, 


KINGSWAY, W.C.2. 


on Saturday. November 8th, 
at 2.30 p.m. 
Chairman : 

The Rev. DONALD O. SOPER, Ph.D. 


Speakers: 
Rev. Prof. CHARLES E. RAVEN. D.D. 
Pastor FRANZ HILDEBRANDT, Ph.D. 
Tickets free on application to THE 
COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN PACIFIST 
GROUPS, Drayton House. Gordon 
Street, W.C.1. (Euston 5138). 
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THE basis of the Peace Pledge 
Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 


The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained is: 

PPU HEADQUARTERS, 


Dick Sheppard House, 
6, Endsleigh St., 


POSITIVE 


PLANNING 


(N. Western Area) 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


TPHAT well-worn tag “What Man- 

chester does today....” cannot 
always be substantiated, but in the 
matter of development the North- 
Western Area is well ahead on ground 
work for construction. The organ- 
ization is in the hands of Leslie Kirk- 
ley; this alone is a guarantee of 
security. 


The conference at Preston last Sun- 
day was highly successful. It met at 
11.30 in the Dick Sheppard Room be- 
longing to the local group and con- 
sisted of delegates from all parts of 
the Area — Lancaster, Blackpool, 
Liverpool, Manchester, Nelson, Black- 
burn, Burnley, and Wigan give some 
idea of the enthusiasm and determina- 
tion behind such an early start on a 
Sunday morning. 


There are 57 active groups spread 
over 4 regions: (a) Manchester and 
district (84 groups), (b) Merseyside 
(10), (c) North West Region (8), (d) 
North Region (5). The result of a 
recent questionaire shows that there 
are 562 active attending members and 
1,130 not so active but keenly inter- 
‘ested members. 


W.C.1. 


The Area Committee has 
been meeting regularly for some 
time and has- already begun 


the work of linking all groups with 
a chain of speakers; 35 groups 
have asked for local speakers and 
every effort is being made to meet this 
healthy demand. 


Sunday’s conference was chaired by 
John Wood of Crosby who introduced 
the subject by saying that the great 
need was for cohesion inspired by an 
enthusiastic and constant support of 
every individual member. It was not 
difficult to foilow this and I went on 
to show in some detail that the basis 
of all activity is the integrity of the 
human person and that all develop- 
ment finally rests on the willingness 
of the individual to supply the energy 
and faith required. 


We explored and discussed many activities 
and the question of finance received its full 
quota. (Incidentally, a collection of three- 
penny bita produced a hidden source of wealth 
within the conference and I firmly believe that 
if every pacifist gave every threepenny bit 
coming into his possession to Headquarters as 
4 proof of self-discipline, the national treasurer 
would be a happy man!) 


The future progress of the PPU in the North 
West ia bound to be bright; it muy be that it 
will become a beacon for the whole movement. 


NORTH-EASTERN AREA 


EWCASTLE waa the venue for the North- 
Eastern Area Conference on Saturday, 
October 25 and an excellent meeting waa the 
result of invitations sent to 26 groups from the 
Tweed to the Tees. Amongst the gathering 
of nearly 160 were representatives of al but 
two groups in the aren while some isolated 
members had travelled in to join the contin- 
gent from Newcastle itself. 


John Morley was voted to the chair and 
after Stuart Morris had outlined the develop- 
ing policy of the PPU and stressed the need 
for a new co-operation af groupe adequate tao 
the importance of the task to which the PPU 
is committed, it wag unanimously decided ta 
take steps to make the North-East an effective 
area. To this end it was agreed (a) to set 
up an Area Committee and to ask every group 
to appoint a member to serve on it—the first 
meeting to be held in Durham if possible, 
failing which Newcastle on November 29; (b) 
to recommend the Nottingham Scheme for im- 
mediate consideration and action in all groups. 


John Morley was appointed Area Chairman. 
Gertrude Large waa asked to be Area Secretary 
for the time being. Harry Moody was elected 
Treasurer and Frank Maitland was confirmed 
in his office as Area Representative on the Nat- 
ional Council. 


An interval for tea at 6 p.m. gave an op- 
portunity for fellowship and informal die- 
cussion which was much appreciated. After 
tea a general discussion took place and many 
queationa were raised until at 7.15 with some 
reluctance the meeting broke up in a spirit of 
renewed hope and determination that the 
North East will in no wise be behind the rest 
of the country in undertaking such develop- 
ment aa will be the outward sign of this new 
and important urge in the life of the PPU. 


Robert 0. Mennel! will speak on “The Choice 
Refore Us" xt a weekend school arranged by 
Hastings PPU group at Friends’ Meeting 
House, South Terrace, Hastings, on Nov. 8 
{3 p.m.) and 9. 


PEACE NEWS 


A REAL 


A Real Peace, by V scount Cecil. 
(Hamish Hamilton, 6a ). 
AS a preface to a briet outline of a 
plan for a stable peace, Viscount 
Cecil reviews the environment in 
which the peace will probably be made. 
Although not explicitly stated, it is 
tacitly assumed that Britain and her 
allies will have won the war and will 
be in a rational, even generous frame 
of mind. 


There are two possible views about 
Germany—and the author professes a 
preference for a middle one between 
the one which condemns the whole 
race and the other which divides the 
Germans into Nazis and Anti-Nazis. 
He say “ .... you cannot indict a 
whole nation,” but he adds the pro- 
viso that “ ... . the Germans are the 
easiest ,people in the world to mis- 
govern.” Because of this, “In any 
plans for world peace we must there- 
fore assume that the peace-loving 
Powers may have to deal with the 
menace of another German attempt 
to establish world tyranny by war.” 

But it must not be thought that 
Germany is the only offender for 
“there are other countries whose at- 
titude toward peace is at the best sus- 
pect.” 


TOP NATION 


This conveniently allows the peace 
plan put forward to be based on the 
assumption that the world is divided 

| sharply into Peace-Loving Nations 
and War-Loving Nations (ie. right 
nations and wrong nations). The 
first group loves peace so much that 
it should be prepared to go to war for 
it and the second group just loves 
war—apparently for its own sake and 
without any reference to the ends for 
which it is waged. 


There are gradations in the right- 


LETTERS 


Peace and.\the 
Refugees . 


WRITE in deep apreciation of the lucid 
und inspiring article by Dr. Wood, ‘‘What 
is Implied in: Peace by Negotiation?” 

Has our pacifism really met a test it will 
not stand when we envisage a demand in the 
negotiations that we should hand over to Ger- 
many, Germans who have taken refuge here? 
It will not be easy for Germany to hand over 
to us “‘Lord Haw-Haw,” Mr. P. G. Wodehouse, 
and their like, and the British Government 
would certainly not prolong the war merely 
on account of Germany’s refusal] to do so. 


There will be, before a point ia reached 
when negotiations begin, a body of people far 
more deserving of the championship of paci- 
fiists than those who have felt it necessary to 
flee from the lundg under German domination, 
and they are men and women who have re- 
mained to keep alive and hearten those who 
still work for and hope for the establishment 
of a free and peaceful regime. They may be 
in a very sorry case before there is any ques- 
tion of negotiation. 

If negotiation between the belligerents on 
equal terms is ever possible, these optimists 
will be largely responsible for creating the 
necessary internal condition in Germany. 

Their cause is ours but we shall nat be 
tempted to recommend 4 continuance of the 
war on their account. Pacifists will not 
clamour that a particular form of government 
in Germany shal) be insisted upon in our peace 
terms. The refugees who have not been 
naturalized will return (many of them wil- 
lingly) to take pot-luck with the non-Nazis who 
remained in their own country. 


Do not let us water down our pacifist policy 
on account of the refugee question. 

DOROTHY E. EVANS 

Redcap, Greenstreet Green, Farnborough, Kent. 


We are asked to atate that the services of 
the volunteers who submitted to research ex- 
periments into the transmission of scabies (de- 
scribed in our last iasue) were secured through 
Pacifist Service Units. 


PEACE ? © 


ness and wrongness of nations, how- 
ever. Britain is at the top of the right 
nations, and there is little criticism of 
any of her actions and no suggestion 
that anything she has done in the past 
can have been a contribution to our 
present state of chaos. France has 
been less exemplary, but there are 
prospects of improvement. 


The pacifist approach to war or a 
peace plan is dismissed easily by the 
time-honoured expedient of half- 
truths. The pacifist method is stated 
to be simply the refusal to take up 
arms—unaided by any constructive 
attempt to eliminate the causes of 
grievance. Endeavouring to meet 
pacifist arguments, the author says 
“|... the rightfulness of using 
force does not depend on the moral 
guilt of the , person against whom it 
is employed,” but on the righteousness 
of the cause in which it is used. 


Even if one could agree whole- 
heartedly with that (which one can- 
not) it is difficult to see why the 
wielder of force should be ill-fitted to 
judge morals and yet be fitted to 
judge the righteousness of causes. 
No doubt the supporters of the Nazi 
regime find justification for their use 
of war in the advantages of the sys- 
tem they hope to produce by it. 


CONTROL OF POWER 


But what of the plan itself? It is 
based, as I say, on the division of the 
world into peace-loving and non-peace- 
loving nations. It is suggested that 
no mere military alliance, with all its 
dangerous possibilities of a return to 
the old expedient of the “balance of 
power,” should be resorted to; but it is 
difficult to see where the ‘proposed 
plan differs from this. 

The peace-loving Powers are to 
form a confederation which is bound 


Lord Cecil’s Plan 


reviewed 


to keep the peace over a certain area 
(such as Europe of North America). 
This confederation is to have a mon- 
opoly, in its particular area, of the 
air arm and such military strength as 
will render aggression a_ hopeless 
task. It is stressed that the peace- 
loving nations must be prepared to 
take risks themselves in order to en- 
force peace. 


Germany and her allies, for some 
time after the end of the war, are not 
to be admitted into this collaboration 
and cannot be given “ . . . .full part- 
nership with other European nations 
if she maintains the tyranical form of 
government she at present possesses 
....” So that it looks as if what is 
recommended is an even more com- 
plete mental encirclement than that 
which furthered the Nazi rise to 
power. There must be no penal pro- 
visions in the Peace Treaty says Vis- 
count Cecil—but Germany must for 
the time being disarm! 


CURE OR PREVENTION? 


It would surely be better to ensure 
that it is made unnecessary for any 
nation to break the peace rather than 
impossible—for the mere fact of its 
impossibility will be the incentive for 
the oppressed nation to make it 
possible. 

A more searching and less super- 
ficial examination of the causes lead- 
ing up to the present conditions would 
make it obvious that the sort of peace 
plan here outlined, with its coercion of 
a few nations by other nations, can 
only lead back to where it started, and 
that what is needed is sacrifices by all 
nations for the ultimate elimination 
of the causes of agression—a long- 
term policy of cure rather than an 
opportunity policy of prevention. 


PETER ALEXANDER 


‘“‘ Mountains and -Molehills”’ 


OHN BARCLAY in his usua) efficient buat- 
ling manner stampedes through the 
question of the Welsh language, and overtly 
suggests by his titleythat he stumbled over a 
molehill. He suggests that the meeting “back- 
fired... because I could not speak Welsh!” 
His “‘!” is sufficient to show what he thought 
of it. It is an incident to be regaled with 
gusts of laughter at the insularity of some of 
the areas. Later on he asserts that “If the 
Engtish and Welsh pacifists are to ‘confer’ we 
must be willing to talk the same tongue,” but 
were I to state that I agree with him and 
suggest that as we Welsh speak English when 
we come to Engiand, John Barclay should 
speak Welsh when he comes to Wales, I have 
no doubt that his reply would be a further 
gust of laughter. May I state that I con- 
sider his remarks in his report to be an act 
of discourtesy inclining to boorishness 7? 

John Barclay himself ig not ta be blamed— 
he is but what his circumstances made him— 
a member of the ruling nation, enlightened 
enough to favour Home Rule for India, but 
blind as a bat to affairs nearer home. He is 
not to be judged os a person but as a symbol 
of the PPU attitude toward Wales. That 
attitude is one of unconscious arrogance, be- 
lieving all pacifism in Britain to have been 
conceived by the English pacifiat movement and 
nurtured by the “Bond of Peace.” True, 
Wales has produced George Davies but beyond 
that ?—-what do they know of Wales who only 
England know? 


Unless Headquarters and responsible leaders 
ure going to realize that Wales is not just 
another “area” but a different nation with its 
own tradition of pacifism nurtured in the 
Welsh language, and that in so far as pacifism 
is a matter of the sou! it must in Wales be 
expressed in Welsh, then all the efforts to get 
working areas going are condemned to a fail- 
ure, and rightly so, for a movement whose 
leaders are blind to the existence of a nation 
has no claim on the loyalty of that nation or 
its members. If John Barclay has a concern 
for working areas, then og far as Walesa ia 
concerned let him know something of Morgan 
Liwyd, S.R and others, and until then pre- 
serve a humility more fitting to the deep ig- 
norance which pervaded his report. 


DEWI LLWYD JONES 


(The suggestion that the PPU is antipathetic 
to the Welsh (or Scottish) nationalist move- 


B.B.C. Broadcasts to Germany 


It has been my habit sinee the outbreak of 
war to listen in to the German broadcasts in 
German, especially the Free German broadcast 
from London, as I understand German, also to 
the Free French diffusion. 

I must say if anything possible could be said 
to put the German back up and alienate all 
their better feelings, it is the German broad- 
cast from London. The French is not quite so 
bad. 

In the first place, the German speaker has 
a Jewish intonation and aecent, which the 
German perceives so much more easily than 
the Anglo-Saxon, and which would antagonize 
and prejudice from the outset. There is no- 
thing manly, straightforward, forcible in these 
discourses. Nothing that the German ac- 
quainted with the Engliah mentality would 
recognize as truly British. Unending stories of 
revolting mishaps, massacres and cruelties of 
which German soldierr have been the victims 
with all the nauseous details. Melodramiec 
sob-stories and pleadings in a cringing, whin- 
ing voiee. Towards the end the speaker grad- 


ually works himself up to a frenzy of rage 
and fury hurling the most awful und blas- 
phemous invective imaginable. Evidently his 
feelings have got the better of him, for no 
norma codes person could hold forth like 
that. 

On Oct. 22, for instance, the spenker ended 
his last nightly discourse thua: ‘“‘Frau, Frau- 
Jein X, a last word before you go to bed. Ger” 
many will sink, yes, will sink under a flood of 
tears and blood, the tears of you women, the 
blood of your men.”" 

These last words were ejaculated in frenzied 
furious accents, almost screaming, like those 
of a man in a fit of blind fury. 

To anyone who hag the slightest idea of Ger- 
man mentality, such stuff as this must have 
just the opposite effect it is intended to have. 
It gives quite a false impression of the Brit- 
ish outlook. It ia to be hoped someone ‘will 
call the attention of the BBC to the matter. 


Cc. W. HEDGES 
Perth House, Soulbury Rd.. Leighton Buzzard. 


ment must not go unchallenged: for many 
of ug the cultural and administrative auton- 
omy of national groups (ag distinct from 
“sovereign independence”) is an_ essential 
part of the larger pacifist programme ef a 
United States of Europe.—Ed. P.N.) 


* 


Joha Barclay’s article, “Mountains and Mole- 
hills’* quickens a thought in my own mind that 
has for some time been seeking appropriate 
expression. At the recent Area Conference in 
North Wales he was deeply conscious of in- 
ability to bridge the gulf created by the lan- 
guage difficulty. 

Now it seems to me that this language diffi- 
culty is more than a superficial barrier. A 
Janguage is not artificial) thing but has grown 
out of the thoughts and feelings of a people, 
and their need to express what to them ia vital. 
Why is the Spanish language so rhythmic, so 
delightful? Why is the German language so 
logical, so efficient? Why is the English lan- 
guage so illogical, so variable—sometimes beau- 
tiful, sometimes extremely ugly? I suggest 
that a language, by its nature, embodies the 
mind and soul of a people. 

For the moral? I would urge PPU members 
to study languages os un aid to pacifism. At 
the present time there is a tendency for all 
and sundry to study economics as a duty, and 
I suggest there are many pacifistsa vainly 
striving to master a subject that does not 
vitally interest them, and they might be doing 
more useful work in other directions. While 
we can all benefit from an elementary knowl- 
edge of the fundamentals of economics, we 
do not all need to be experta in this aubject 
in order to be useful pacifists. 

Imagine the influence of a host of pacifists 
going into Germany after the war with the 
simple purpose of cultivating peace and friend- 
ship! I suggest that that experiment would be 
well worth while, and a knowledge of the lan- 
guage would be the “‘open sesame” into the 
hearts and homes of the people. 

I know we cannot disregard the need for 
intelligent world-planning, but I am pleading 
now that the human aspect be not forgotten. 
How much easier it is to get into vital con- 
tact with people if one has some knowledge of 
their language, literature, and way of think- 
ing! 

Let those who have the aptitude delve into 
the intricacies of economics, but let us re 
member that pacifism ig net wholly dependent 
on economic laws. Two hungry men stranded 
on a desert island may be friends or otherwiee. 
It will depend on the ability of each to see 
himeelf in the other, and I believe this human 
insight would be encouraged by some under- 
standing of the language of the other. 


MARY A. TAYLOR. 


Over sixty members of the Non-Combatant 
Corps in and around Bedford have volunteered 
for service in Bomb Disposal Squads, according 
ta a letter in the News Chronicle on Tuesday. 


(Other CO news, page 4.) 
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lorwerth Peate 
Re-instated 


f\NE of the worst cases of perse- 

cution of a CO was righted on 
Friday, when Dr. Iorwerth Peate was 
reinstated as keeper of the Folk 
Culture Department of the Museum 
of Wales, where his work had helped 
to make him a national figure. 

He was dismissed on August 11 
after being registered unconditionally 
as a CO. Protests followed from 
many quarters. 


The decision to reinstate him was 
made by the Court of Governors by 
38 votes to 19, after a 3-hour dis- 
cussion. Lord Plymouth, chairman of 
the Museum Council which dismissed 
Dr. Peate, said that he was not dis- 
missed because he was a CO, but 
because of “ disciplinary offences.” 

Dr. D. Moclwyn Hughes said the 
dismissal was unreasonable, irrational 
and biassed. Prof. W. G. Gruffydd, 
who moved the resolution for Dr. 
Peate’s reinstatement, said: “ He was 
ordered out of his life’s work.” 


“DECORATED ”"—AND JAILED 

David R. Wileman, of New South- 
gate, who was sentenced at Totten- 
ham police court on Oct. 16 to 12 
months’ imprisonment for refusing to 
be medically examined, was presented 
by the Mayor of Southgate early this 
year with the Bronze medal of the 
RSPCA, for his action in working for 
13 hours during an air raid last win- 
ter to release a dog trapped in a 
bombed house. 


He was chief animal guard for 
Southgate. 


_ About a fortnight before appearing 
in court he had won an all-England 
singing championship. 


FIRE-WATCHING PROSECUTIONS 


Mr. Sorensen asked the Home Secretary in 
Parliament last Thursday if for failure to do 
fire watching there might in the case of a first 
offence, be a fine instead of imprisonment to 
avoid hardship and humiliation to elderly re- 
spectable citizens. 

Mr. Morrison replied that arrangements had 
now been made to co-ordinate the policy to be 
adopted in this matter by the many authorities 
concerned. ‘‘You may rest assured,” he said, 
“that trifling irregularities will be dealt with 
by ather methods, and prosecutions will be in- 
stituted only in serious cases.” 


Asked whether regard would be paid to de- 


A. S. NEILL 


will speak on 


EDUCATION X PEACE 


at the 


SMALL CONWAY HALL, 


Red Lien Square W.C.1. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER Ist 


at 3 p.m. 
Chairman: ETHEL MANNIN 


Admission Free Collection 


Organised by “NEW VISION” and 
FRIENDS of SUMMERHILL 


For Group discussion : 


THE ATLANTIC 
DECLARATION 


A cautionary examination 
of the Churchill-Roosevelt 
EIGHT POINTS 


TWOPENCE (post free 3d.) 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


Diek Sheppard House, 
Endsiecigh Street, Londen, W.C.1. 


FOR HIGH LEVEL HEALTH COME TO 


Pereira 
fUUNSs710} | 


Under the Personal Supervision of Mr. and 
Mrs. James C. Themson. 

Autbors of: An Introduction to Nature Cure: 

Healthy Childhood: The Heart: Bloed Pressure: 

A New Approach to Cancer: Appendicitia: ete. 

Particulara of Treatment and Tramiag from 


The Secretary, The Kingsten Clinic Edimhurgh 9 


fnalta by elderly people or temperamental 
cuses he said that it depended on the merits of 
the case. “I have given instructions,” he 
added, ‘‘that every consideration shall be given 
in such eases and that frivolous prosecutions 
shall not take place.” 
Mr. Morrison, replying to Sir Smedley 
rooke, said, ‘‘I have asked the Regional Com- 
Mmissionerg to arrange that local authorities 
should ensure that ministers of religion are 
assigned fire prevention duties either at their 
own churches or places of worship or in the 
immediate neighbourhood of their own resi- 
dences.” 
* * * ~ 


The ARP officer of a London borough dis- 
closed to 2 press representative last week that 
numbers of people who were already voluntary 
fire-watchers had written to the authorities 
intimating that, although they were prepared to 
continue such dutiea voluntarily, they were 
not prepared to da so under compulsion. 


* x s 


F. G. Simmonds, aged 31, was sent to prison 
for four weeka at the Mansion House last 
Thursday for. refusing, on conscientious 
grounds, to do fire-watching under compulsian 
in the City of London. At Marlborough 
Street police court John Hughes, of Leyton, 
was sentenced to a month's hard labour on 
Friday for refusing similar duty in the West 
End. 


BEVIN ON CONSCRIPTION OF WOMEN 

The following statement regarding’ the 
“direction” of women to war work was made by 
Mr. Ernest Bevin in answer to questions in 
Parliament (pn Thursday last: 


Women have been directed to work and 
have been registered, and I have not relied 
exclusively upon appeals. But as this is a 
free country I am going to use the freedom 
of the country to the hest of my ability. 
Women are being transferred to industry. 
They are responding extremely well, and I 
am not prepared to submit to the pressure 
on me to adopt ruthless methods if I can get 
results by the voluntary actions af my fellow- 
citizens. 

HUMPHREY MOORE EXEMPTED ' 
Humphrey S. Moore, Assistant Editor of | 
Peace News, was registered unconditionally 
os a CO by the local tribuna] at Fulham on 
Tuesday. His case was conducted by Stuart 
Morris. Genern! Secretary of the PPU, and 
John Middleton Murry, Editor of Peace News, 
appeared as a witness. 


LAND TRAINING OFFER 

The Holton Beckering Land Training Centre. 
which has now taken over a second farm of 
800 acres, invites applications from pacifists, 
who have a vocation to work on the land, fur 
training for a minimum period of a year. 
There is no further accommodation for mar- 
ried couples. Write with full particulars to 
the Secretaries, The Adelphi Centre, Langham, 
nr. Colchester. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Changes of secretaries: 4 . 
Staines: Owen B. Preston, 27a Brightside Av., 

Staines. ; 
Hull: A. Leaper, 473 Endlike Lane, Hull. 

The organizer of the Bristol Advisory Bureau 
is J. Carol Baker, 9 Howard Rd.. Bristol, 6. 


Co-operative Factory 
in N.Z. 


Wellington.—A group of New Zea: 


SACKIFICED TO 
MARS 


“Enough scrap iron to make at 
least six medium-sized tanks is 
expected by the Ministry of 
Works to result from the removal 
of iron railings from the follow- 
ing nine London churches:— 


“St. Martin-in-the-Fields; St. 
Clement Danes; St. Anne’s, 
Soho; St 


Barnabas, Pimlico; 
Christ Church, Broadway: St. 


Michael’s, Chester Square: St. 
Peter’s, Eaton Square; _ St. 
Thomas, Kingley Street; and 


St. Andrew’s, Ashley Place. 
“It is expected that gangs of 
labourers with oxy-acetylene 
burners will start cutting these 
railings early next week.” 


The Times, Oct. 26. 


i MISREPRESENTATION 


A case of unnecessary misrepresen- 
tation in the press appeared on Sun- 
day. 

Reporting the disappearance, and 
presumed death, of Sergt. Pilot Law- 
son (said to have been one of the pilots 
who dropped a pair of artificial legs 
to Squadron Leader Bader, the legless 
flyer now a prisoner of war in Ger- 
many) Reynolds News added: 


When he fiew over Germany with Bader's 
legs his crew took photographs of German 
shells bursting around them in spite of the 
fact that the plane was promised safe con- 
duct. ° 


We do not recall that any question 
of safe conduct was reported in the 
British press at the time. The fol- 
lowing quite different version of the 
incident appeared in the American 
weekly, Time, on Oct. 6: 

They (The Germans) had (according to 
last week's version of the tale) offered the 
RAF a two-hour local armistice to come 
over with a spare pair and drop them un- 
molested on a Netherlands field. The RAF 
bad refused, saying it would drop bombs 
and the legs at the same time. It did. 

The Germans ducked the bombs, pieked up 
the legs, turned them over to Douglas Bader 
and gave him a gemutlich party. 


- 2d per" word, minimum 2s. 
“STT" Box Number éd. extra. 


IN.B. Cash MUST accompany copy, 
except for series bookings. 


land COs have found a means of 
being constructively useful to the 
community while developing  Co- 
operative principles in industry— 
principles which many of them 
believe must supersede the present 
competitive system if the root 
causes of war are to be eliminated. 

Pooling all their available funds, 
they bought materials and machinery 
and set up a co-vperative woodcraft 
factory in this city. For the present 
the men are receiving no wages, and 
at times are unable even to provide 
themselves with adequate food. But 
members of New Zealand peace 
societies are taking an active interest 
in the project, and hope to assist it 
financially through its difficult form- 
ative period. — Nofrontier News 
Service. 


Be informed! Subscribe to the 


C.B.C.O, 
BULLETIN 


8s. a year post free. 
(3d. a copy; 4d. post free) 


The current issue (24th October) 

contains invaluable articles on 

C.O.s in Prison, Students, Fire- 
watching, ete. 


C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


DR. P. C. BHANDARI 
a Hindu biologist, will speak on 
A BIOLOGICAL APPROACH TO PEACE 
at the PSB Offices, 8 Endsleigh Gdne. 
W.C.1. NEXT WEDNESDAY at 7 p.m. 


Admission Free — Collection 


YOUTH SERVICE LEAGUE 
22, Seafield Road. N.11. 


SS 
Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., London 
N.4., by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by 
Clifford Prizting Co., (T.U.), Lendon, N.16. 


Latest time for copy: 
Classified advertisements: MONDAY 


Displayed Advertisements: First post 
FRIDAY. (Maximum space al- 
lowed—3 inches single-celumn, or 
equivalent.) 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL properties to be let or soid in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888. 8 
lines), who will give apecia! attention to the 
requirements of pacifiats. 


QUAKER would welcome in her Devon home 
two paying guests anxious work small market 
garden for their own profit. 3 acres (already 
under cultivation) adjoining house available 
Rin Na Box 973. Peace News, 3 Blacketock 


EDUCATIONAL 


LEARN to write and apeak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, im- 
aginative, intuitive and individual gifts, cor- 
respondence leesona 5a. each (Aisu amallh 
classes ta. 6d. each). Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A.. 32 Primrose Hill Re.. London, N.W.3. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
CARRIKK Cycles for tradesmen. carriage 
paid, all complete, thus ready to use, £7 195. 
—Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

C.O. expecting imprisonment; quick sale of 
Ford 10 h.p. 1936, £50; Variour correspond- 
ence eourses; large quantity listed books; port- 
able grarn., 10s.; 2 sound-boxes, 8s. 6d. each; 


violin, 258.; | pick-up, 10s.; vaeuum 
cleaner (suction) &s.; mahogany cabinet gram. 


£2 10s.; record cabinet (50) 10a.—Shakespeare 
242 Pineapple Rd., Birmingham, 14. 
HAS ANY READER ony penceful ure for a 


quantity of optical glasa?—Box 971, 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


Peace 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


OPPORTUNITY for married pacifist take 
over smallholding running in community other 
West Cornwall. Full ineome- 
poolmg. Twelve months stock experience 
essential. Initiative, interest in community 
Bae Ge le 976. Peace News, 3 Blackstock 


VACANCY for single young man in amal] 
land community. Keep and pocket money only 
Fee ae 969, Peace News, 8 Blackatock 

d., 4 


smallholdings 


YOUNG MARRIED COUPLE require land- 
work with pacifist «community or sympathetic 
farmer willing to provide part accommodatton. 
—Box 974, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


Food Situation 
In Greece 


THE Turkish steamer Kurtulush 

returned to Istanbul last week-end 
after delivering its first eargo of food 
to Greece. 


The master said (according to the 
Daily Telegraph on Monday) that on 
arrival at the port of Athens they 
were greeted by haggard crowds. 
Barefooted children almost stormed 
the vessel, crying pitifully for food. 
The report described Athens as a 
gaunt and hungry city where there 
were no horses, cats, or dogs in the 
streets, as they had been eaten. 


Details of the food supplies sent in 
the steamer were discussed with the 
Turkish Government in Ankara by 
M. De Haller, a member of the cen- 
tral committee of the International 
Red Cross, according to a report in 
The Times on Friday, which added: 

It is understood that'M. De Haller inquired 
about the possibility of relief being sent 
from Turkey to other occupied countries. He 
was informed that Turkey regretted her 
inability to supply euch relief, and that any 
small surplus of foodstuffs which may be 


available is destined for Greece. He has 
now left for Switzerland. 


The previous evening the London 
Star quoted a report from Berlin re- 
ceived in Stockholm to the effect that 
General Tsolakoglu, the Greek Prem- 
ier, “paid a secret visit to Berlin re- 
cently to obtain food and help for 
Greece.” 

(The relief dispatched in the Kurtulueh has 
been financed by subscriptions from Greeks in 
America, 2nd has been handled by the Vander- 
bilt Committee. The United Kingdom Com- 
mercial] Corporation is supplying foodstuffs 
from stocks purchased in Turkey, and the value 
will be refunded by the Vanderbilt Committec. 
The Turkish Red Crescent is providing food 
for children) 


MURIEL LESTER 


Questioned by Mr. Reginald Sorensen re 
garding Miss Muriel Lester, of the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, now detained in Trinidad. 
Mr. George Hall (Under-Secretary for the Col- 
onies) said on Oct. 22 she wag being detained 
until arrangements had been made for her ta 
return to the United Kingdom. In reply to a 
further question Mr. Hall said: “‘She will be 
released on condition that she returns to this 
country.” 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


LITERATURE 4&e. 


QUAEERISN. Informatiou and /fteratare 
rexpecting the Faith and Practica of the 
Religious Society of Frienca, frey on app)ics 
tion to the Frignds’ Home Service Comamiriee 
Frienda Houre. Enston Road. Tondcn. NW 


MEETINGS, &e. 

BOURNEMOUTH: this week-end. P.P.U. 
meeting Sunday, November 2, at 3 p.m. at 
Friends’ Meeting House. Stuart Morris es 
“Peace Possibilities.” 

DERBY, Wed., Nov. 5, 
Hall, Albion St., Roy 
“Famine Over Kurope.” 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

A CARPENTER and a builder are urgently 
needed for the Holton Beckering Land Train- 
ing Ccntre, Lincolnshire, for cottage-renova- 
tion and estate-repairs.—Apply the Secretaries, 
Adelphi Centre, Langham, nr. Colchester. 

ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANT urgently re 
quired with suitable exemption refugee relief 
work; send full particulars qualificationa with 
anplication.—International Commission, 10 
Woburn Square, W.C.1. 

JUNIOR RESIDENT STAFF, community 
young people London. Keen domestie work. 
full part in activities._Box 972, Peace News. 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

PREPARE now the International Peace 
Force, by joining L.V.S.P. Volunteers wanted 
for forestry, agriculture, demolition and relief 
work in bombed areas; preparatory post-war 
reconstruction. Write—1 Lyddon Terrace. 
Leeds, 2. : . ; 

SHORHAND-TYPIST required immediately 
for Friends’ Peace Committee office, Banbury 
—Apply: The Secretary, Friends’ Peace Com- 
mittee, The Lawn, St. John’s Read, Banbury, 
stating particulars and qualifieatians. 

WANTED URGENTLY, two, man and wife 
or two men C.O.s to help in small private 
hotel, one interested in cooking. Sympathetic 
atmosphere.—Apply Bigland, Tudor House. 


Tewkesbury. 


WHERE TO STAY 
IN RIBBLESDALRF. Yorkshire. Heya Fare 
} a Guect Honse founded on Quaker principles 
—Wardena Sidney and Olive Lucas, W. Brad 
ford, nr. Clitheroe. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

LABOUR PARTY pacifists should com- 
municate with Sybil Morrison, Organise: 
Secretary, Labour Pacifist Fellownhip, Redcap. 
Greenstreet Green, Farnborough, Kent. 

MAURICE SOUTHGATE, 110 Londoa Rd., 
Dunton Green, and JOAN ARMSTRONG. 
Upper Pulley, Bayston Hill, Salop., wish af 
friends to know of their engagement. 

YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS on gummed 
slips, 38. 6d. 1,000. Samples available.—W. 
J. Brigden, Printer, 282 Sellincourt Re., Toot- 
ing, S.W. 17, 


7 p.m., Merchant 
Walker apeaks on 


Vera Brittain’s Letter 
To Peace Lovers .. 


Stands for civilized values in a 
world at war. 


Send for specimen copy to Winifred Eden- 
Green, 2 Talbot Place, 8&.E.3. 
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